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many on the sides and in the middle of this strait,
which is thirty-five leagues long. Its least breadth
is about seven or eight leagues, but generally it is
broader. From time to time deep bays are seen
there, especially near Zles Boutons. One of these is
more important than the others; it is affirmed that
boats can go by this bay as far as to the lower end
of Hudson’s bay, but this is very uncertain.

Sometimes it takes a long time to go through the
strait; we passed through it very safely in four days.
We entered it at four o’clock on the morning of
September 1st, and went out of it on the 5th, also in
the morning —with a wind which was not very
favorable, and which was greatly increased on the
6th. On the 7th, the weather became calm, and
gave an opportunity to more than 50 persons to
offer their devotions on the following day, the
feast of the Nativity of the blessed Virgin.

The calm continued during the 8th, the gth, and the
1oth, which caused much sorrow and anxiety to all
the crew. I exhorted our Canadians to implore the
protection of saint Anne, who is regarded as the
Patron Saint of the country, and whom the Canadians
honor with much affection. My proposal was
received with joy, and we promised to offer public
prayers every day, morning and night, in honor of
the Saint. On the very next night the wind became
favorable.

On the 12th, we discovered the Nortk land, but
below the place where we wished to go. The wind
having again become adverse, we tacked for several
days, but all in vain, and were obliged to cast
anchor. In the meantime, we began to suffer
greatly; the cold was increasing, and we lacked



